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; ISAIAH, Chap. xi. ver. 9. 


THEY SHALL NOT HURT, NOR DESTROY, IN ALL MY HOLY 


MOUNTAIN: FOR THE EARTH SHALL BE FULL OF THE 


KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD, AS THE WATERS COVER 


THE SEA. 


IS this ſublime chapter, the prophet is deſcribing ſome future 
illuſtrious period, when our earth ſhall again be the abode of 
innocence and tranquillity. He anticipates, in a ſtrain of rapture, 
the appearance of a Divine RULER, by whom this renovation 
ſhall be effected, and whoſe reign ſhall only terminate with the 
exiſtence of the world. The pacific temper of that dominion, which 
he is thus to exerciſe over intellectual nature, is repreſented, after 
the oriental manner, by a variety of bold, figurative, alluſions. * 


A The 
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The wolf ſhall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard ſhall lle 
down with the kid, and the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling 
together; and a little child ſhall lead them. . And the cow and the 


bear ſhall feed, their young ones ſhall lie down together, and the lion 
ſhall eat ſtraw like the ox. The ſucking child ſhall play on the hole 


of the aſp, and the weaned child ſhall put his hand on the cockatrice 
den. They ſhall not hurt, nor deſtroy, in all my holy mountain: for 


the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the ſea. 


By the HoLy MOUNTAIN, in this place, is generally underſtood 
the kingdom of Chriſt ; and the ſum of the prophecy, diveſted of 
metaphor, amounts to this ; That there i is, in the adminiſtration of 
Providence, a determined period, in which violence and oppreſſion 
ſhall no more deform the world, and when, the paſſions of men 
being ſubjected by degrees to the power of religion, intereſt ſhall 
no longer make man the enemy of man, nor excite animoſity 
between nation and nation. They ſhall all at length diſcover, that 
piety and benevolence conſtitute the perfection and happineſs of 
their nature, and ſhall joyfully ſubmit to the Redeemer's govern- 


ment, which ſhall finally be eſtabliſhed, in truth and ur, over 
the face of the habitable earth. 


It is * to remark, that this prediction is far enough from its 
completion. At the end of more than ſeventeen hundred years, 
Chriſtianity ſtill continues to divide its triumphs with Pagan and 
Mahometan ſuperſtition; and, even in countries where it is 


received, 


41 


received, hath not hitherto produced the glorious effects that might 
be expected from it. In ſome of theſe, it has been debaſed by 
idolatrous and unworthy mixtures, and, in almoſt all of them, 
hath been called upon, at one time or ____ to conſecrate the 


ſword of e, 


This, however, the Saviour himſelf foretold would be the caſe; 
by which he hath given us another proof of the divinity of his 
character, and confirmed our expectation that he will continue to 
reign, till, through various diſpenſations, he ſhall have put all 
enemies under his feet. Such is the concurrent voice of prophecy.. 
„The kingdoms of the world ſhall become the kingdoms of the 
“ Lord, and of his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for ever and ever.” * 
“The mountain of the Lord's houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed on the top 
of the mountains, and ſhall be exalted above the hills, and all 
“ nations ſhall flow unto it.“ T They ſhall not hurt, nor 
« deſtroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth ſhall be full of 
„ the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea.” 


In a lower ſenſe, theſe prophecies have had their accompliſhment, 
in the amazing change produced in the world, by the appearance 
of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, after the long night of Heatheniſm. 
In the ſhort interval of forty years, Chriſtianity had penetrated 
every quarter of the vaſt Imperial territory, and had even dawned 
on the Britiſh Manda | . expoſing, i in its bright career, the gods of 


* Rev. xi. 15. + Ifaiah ii. 2. 5 
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the nations, confounding the oracles, and engaging multitudes 


every where to renounce their inveterate ſuperſtitions. And thus 


led on, conquering and to conquer, the religion of the SON of Mary 


poſſeſſed the throne of the Cæs ARS, before the cloſe of the third centu- 
ry from the crucifixion ; and, not long after, triumphantly eſtabliſhed 
itſelf on the ruins of the capitol. Its influence hath, in fact, been 
felt throughout the earth; and, though, like the common blefling 

of light, unheeded in its filent operation, we are indebted to it, as 
a principle, for the advancement of ſociety, and for the beſt 
comforts even of the preſent life. The condition of PaGanismM 
hath been meliorated by it, in various diſtricts, where it hath not 
hitherto obtained a ſolid ſettlement. It hath imparted to Mano- 
METANISM the truths incorporated with its fables. And even 
the eyes of modern Dz1s8M, ſo ungratefully employed in magni- 


fying the imperfections of CHRISTIAN ITY, derive their boaſted 
clearneſs from its reſtoring power. 


Take a view of the theology of the EMPIRE, immediately before 
the promulgation of the goſpel, confeſſedly one of the moſt 
luminous periods of its hiſtory, and ſee how little, genius and 
learning were able to atchieve, towards the diſcovery of the true 
God, of his nature, or of his perfections. One famous ſect * 
held that the world was the work of chance; and that the gods 
gave no ſort of attention to human affairs. Another ſect profeſſed 
to be uncertain, whether the gods exiſted or not. Whilſt the 


* Epicureans. + Academics. 


Stoics, 
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Stoics, by much the leaſt exceptionable ſchool in point of morals, 
maintained that the gods were governed by an irreſiſtible fatality. 
In conformity with the prevailing ſentiments reſpecting their deities, 
who were conſidered as ſubject to human infirmities and vices, the 
worſhip of them conſiſted in indecent myſteries, and the moſt bar- 
barous and bloody rites. The ſoul's immortality was ſtrenuouſſy 
denied by ſome, and treated as problemarical by all: and, this 
ſtrong barrier of virtue being removed, they acted in general upon 
the principle, that this world was the ſole inheritance of man. 
Death they regarded as the gate of eternal ſeparation, and con- 
ſequently the removal of friends and relatives as a ſubject merely 
of barren regret, or gloomy apathy. | | 


It needs no formal proof, that the common peaſant, or the day- 
labourer, under the light of the goſpel, poſſeſſes juſter ſentiments 
of God and his providence, than thoſe diſtinguiſhed ſages, who 
claimed to be the depoſitaries of Pagan wiſdom. Far from con- 
ſidering his Creator as regardleſs of the concerns of his ſuffering 
creatures, he knows-that he is about his path, and about his bed; 
and that not even a ſparrow falls to the ground without his 
permiſſion. Having been taught that God is a ſpirit, he knows 
that they who worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in 
truth; that, in burnt-offerings and ſacrifices for ſin, he hath no 
pleaſure ; and that a broken and contrite heart he will not deſpiſe. 
This world, he is aſſured, is only the paſſage to another; and, if 
the religion in which he hath been inſtructed has got as far as his 
heart, he will tell you, that he looks for a better heritage in the 


world 


* r KS AED 26 


* W . EEC 
4 LED 


[6] 
world which is to come. Hence, when the grave is about to cloſe 


cover the remains of thoſe who were dear to him, he can foothe his 


ſorrows with the conviction, that the grave ſhall hereafter yield up 
its dead; and that, at the latter day, wben their Redeemer * Ro 
upon the earth, they alſo foal be with Him.“ 


As W hind RAN fol notions of the Deity muſt neceſſarily 


have a bad effect on morals, it is no wonder, that we ſhould 


diſcover a ſuitable conformity between Pagan theology and Pagan 
ethics. When God is no longer looked up to as the common 
parent of mankind, men muft ceaſe to conſider each other in the 
relationſhip of brethren, or as entitled to certain rights and 
privileges by the condition of their nature. Hence, the carrying 


deſolation and carnage round the globe, on no better motive than 


the extenſion of territory, or the luſt of enterprife, was deemed a 
monopoly of glory; whilft, the reducing a large proportion of 
our ſpecies to a ſtate of unmerited and abject flavery, found its 
juſtification in the ſuppoſed right of conqueſt. The ſame diſregard 
to the ' happineſs and lives of others, gave eſtabliſhment to thoſe 
gladiatorial ſpectacles, in which many thouſands were annually 
ſwept from the earth. Domeſtic confidence was poiſoned in its 
ſource, by the toleration openly granted to divorces that were the 
mere profligate offspring of brutality or caprice. And, in con- 
ſitency with the ſame relentleſs ſyſtem, the expoſure of infants 
was reſpected as a right baking from — authority. Suicide, 


* Job xix. 25. 1 Theft. iv. 14. 


far 
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far from being execrated, as the conſummation of guilt or 
cowardice, when not the pitiable effect of lunacy, was juſtified 
by ſages, countenanced by the example of heroes, and even 
ſuppoſed to confer dignity on the perpetrator. 


The lamp of Science never ſhone brighter than during the 
exiſtence of theſe enormities; ſo that it ſhould hardly ſeem to be 
ſaying too much, that the honour was reſerved for Religion, to 
teach men the true uſe of their faculties. . 


Many of theſe evils were * ſuppreſſed, or mitigated, by 
Imperial edicts, on the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity. Not coldly 
ſatisfied however with the bare removal of crimes, it aimed to 
deſtroy the principles which led to their perpetration. It hath given 
to virtue its beſt ſecurity, and to life its higheſt reliſh, in making 
reſignation to Providence, both the law and the. intereſt of our 
being. It hath hallowed the bond of conjugal union; and hath 
ſtrengthened the ligature of nature that binds the parent to his: 
offspring. It hath not only reſtrained the diffolute effuſion of 
human blood, but hath awakened ſentiments. of pity towards all the 
ſuffering part of the family of man. It bath produced thoſe high 
improvements in the law of nations, which philoſophy, even in 
the zenith of its glory, wanted vigour to attempt; and which we 
may hope to ſee extended, as the divine ſpirit of our religion ſhall 
be ſuffered to influence the councils of Princes. 


Sinee 


TON 


Since the inhuman. alternative of putting captives to the. ſword, 


or of reducing them to perpetual ſervitude, hath been- done away, 


war hath: abated much of its horror; and, though probably ſome- 


times undertaken on indefenſible grounds, ſuch is the reſpect now 
paid to publick juſtice, that contending powers, whatever be their 
motives to hoſtility, are far from priding themſelves on wantonly 
violating the tranquillity of mankind. To the honour of the 
better maxims of the age, they are even conſtrained to produce 


their injuries and claims, before they let looſe their dreadful hoſts 


to maſſacre each other, and ruin unoffending thouſands. WHERE 
THERE IS YET SHAME, THERE MAY IN TIME BE VIRTUE.F 
The period may at length arrive, in which policy and morality 
ſhall be reconciled ; when nothing effentially unjuſt ſhall be 
regarded as. advantageous; and when contiguity of ſituation 
between countries ſhall no longer be held up, as a ſubje& of 


mutual jealouſy, but as a motive for drawing till cloſer the ties of 
fraternal concord. 


* « The United States of America, though better ſituated than any European 
c“ nation to make profit by Privateering, (moſt of the trade of Europe, with the 
10 Weſt Indies, paſſing before their doors, ) are, as far as in them lies, endeavouring 
<« to aboliſh the practice, by offering, in all their treaties with other powers, an 
cc article, engaging ſolemnly, that, in caſe of future war, no Privateer ſhall be 
«commiſſioned on either ſide; and that unarmed ſhips, on both ſides, ſhall purſue 
& their voyages unmoleſted.“ The above is an extract of a letter (March 14, 
178 5) from Dr. Franklin, then at Paris, to a friend in London. If the article in 
queſtion till continues to be offered, what good man but muſt wiſh the adoption of a 
propoſal fraught with ſo much mercy to mankind. 


+ Dr. Johnſon. 
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Ihe ſituation of that numerous and unhappy claſs of beings, | 
who were doomed by the fate of war, or other cauſes, to a ſtate 
of hopeleſs bondage, could not fail to attract the compaſſion of the 
confeſſors and patrons of our merciful religion. Accordingly, we 
find that the offerings of the primitive Chriſtians, at the euchariſt, 
were applied, among other pious uſes, to the redemption of their 
brethren from ſlavery ; that Chriſtian Emperors, in ſucceſſion, 


enacted laws, by which multitudes were continually freed ; and 
that not a council was held in the middle age, in which one canon 


at leaſt did not paſs on the ſubject. Not preſuming to make 
authoritative changes in civil inſtitutions, Chriſtianity contains no 


poſitive injunction againſt ſlavery, any more than againſt many 
other enormities which had the force of law; but, by the ſpirit of 


Juſtice and benevolence which it inculcates, it gradually leſſened its 
exceſſes, and at laſt aboliſhed it from the face of Europe. 


That this barbarous uſage, which thus owed its extermination to 


Chriſtianity, ſhould ever have been revived by men who called them 
ſelves Chriſtians, may juſtly excite our pity and aſtoniſhment. The 


unfeeling ſpirit of commerce hath been allowed to pollute its gains 
with blood, and the tears of the ſufferers have, for ages, been noted 
only in the regiſter of heaven. At length, Humanity hath directed its 


attention to the ſhores of Africa, with an earneftneſs that adds | 


honour to the Britiſh name and character. And may its inquiries 
iſſue in the general conviction, that, no gains, however great, are 
to be put in competition with the inalienable rights of man, and 


that, as a nation is exalted and eftabliſhed by righteouſneſs, ſo it is 


equally debaſed and debilitated by the revenues of injuſtice. | 
B e It 
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It will ſhed a luſtre on proteſtantiſm, ſuperior even to its juſt 
trophies in the field of polemical diſquiſition, to take the lead in 
promoting a bloodleſs traffick with the natives of that afflicted 
region; and, by giving them a reliſh for the bleſſings of civiliza- 
tion, thus gradually to facilitate their reception of the pure religion 
we profeſs. > 


We owe this conduct to ourſelves, as Chriſtians and as Engliſhmen. 
We owe it to our altars, and our conſtitution. We owe it to the 
inhabitants of Africa ; who, in ſpite of the malevolent and frivolous 
inſinuations of minute philoſophers, are men like ourſelves, and 
equally entitled to all the privileges of humanity. They are men 
whom we have injured, and injured without the tyrant's plea of 
provocation. And, above all, we owe it, as the beſt atonement in 
our power, to the God and Father of mankind, whoſe image we 
have ſo long vilified and degraded, in the perſons of theſe our 
unhappy brethren.* 


* The following opinion of the venerable Biſhop Sanderſon, who was deemed as 
ſound a caſuiſt as any of his day, and far from a rigid one, is ſubmitted to the reader's 
notice: © Lands, houſes, cattle, and other like poſſeflions, made for man's uſe, are the 
« proper ſubje& matter of trade and commerce; and fo are fit to paſs from man to 
t man, by ſales and other contracts: — But that Man, a creature of ſuch excellency, 
« ſtamped with the image of God, endowed with a reaſonable ſoul, made. capable af 
« grace and glory, ſhould proffare in fore, become merchantable ware, and be chaffered 
“ in markets and fairs, I ſuppoſe had been a thing never heard of in the world to this hour,, 
« had not the over flowings of pride, and cruelty, and covetouſneſs, waſhed out of the hearts 
« of men the very impreſſions both of religion and humanity,” ——=danderſon's Sermons, 
8th Edit. p. 451. | 
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I am ſenſible that, in anticipating: the time, when moral evil 
ſhall be vanquiſhed by the prevailing power of Chriſtianity, we are 
thought by ſome perſons to chooſe a theme for pleaſing deſcription, 
rather than ſober argument. But, why ſhould it be deemed a thing 
incredible, that men may, at ſome time or other, be brought to feel 
that their duty and their happineſs are inſeparable, and that the 


ſame uſage which they would not willingly receive, they ought not 


to give! That ſuch a time will come, however diſtant the glorious 
zra, when the croſs ſhall be victoriouſly diſplayed to all nations, we 
have the teſtimony of a ſeries of cloſely- connected prophecies, which 
have in part been fulfilled, and are viſibly fulfilling in our own day. 
No longer bounded by the Ultima Thule of the old world, Chriſtia- 
nity hath ſpread itſelf along the ſhores of the Atlantic; from 
which, we doubt not, it will continue to ſpread, till the Heathen of 
the immenſe weſtern regions /hall be given for an inheritance * to its 
divine author. The ſpirit of adventure is daily opening new worlds 
to curioſity, to commerce, and to philanthropy ; where the light of 
the goſpel will hereafter be diffuſed, if not by ourſelves, moſt cer- 


tainly, in the event of our remiſſneſs, by more favoured inſtruments. 


Jeruſalem, in the mean time, is frodden down by the Gentiles; F and 


the Jews, under circumſtances which muſt long ſince have exter- 
minated any other people, remain a ſtanding memorial, that the 
inviſible arm of Chrift ſtill rules his kingdom; making the wrath 
of men thus turn to his praiſe, and pointing our views to that great 
conſummation, when the fullneſs of the Gentiles ſball come in, and all 


* pPfalm ii. $8, 1 St. Luke xxi. 24. 
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Mael ſhall be faved.* Nor let it be forgotten, that although the 
complete fall of Antichriſt is yet an object of faith, and not of 
ſight, we have beheld his enormous hierarchy ſhaken to its centre, 
and the omnipotent _— of Rome reduced to n more chan 
an r el 8 FI 


I eme and caution do on no occaſions ſo much become us, as 
in our reſearches into the ways of Providence; and attempts to 
fix preciſe dates and ſeaſons for the accompliſhment of prophecies, 
have uſually been the work of men of more imagination than 
judgment. Their comments have too often brought diſrepute on 
prophecy itfelf, which is not of private interpretation, but, like the 
luminary of the natural world, embraces a whole \yſtem, and can 
oy be difcovered by its own I | 


It is revealed, with meridian ſplendour, that THE EARTH SHALL 
BE FULL OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD; AND THAT, 
IN CONSEQUENCE OP ir, INJURY AND DESTRUCTION SHALL 
BE DONE Away. Here then, when ſtruck with a view of the 
diforders and oppreſſions which caſt ſo dark a ſhade over Chriſt's 
government, we may ſtill the murmurs of inquietude. Animated 


* Romans xi. 2. Whether the future converſion of the Jews will be ſignalized by 
their triumphant return to their own land,. or whether, in conſequence of it, they are 
to be ſilently incorporated with Chriſtian nations, is a ſubject of more eurioſity than 
uſe. Nec me pudet fateri neſcire, quod neſciam. Cic. It is ſufficient to the argument, 


that they remain, at this day, an ocular proof, that the teſirmony of Teſus is the ſpirit of 
prophecy. Rev. xix. 10. 


with 
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with the rapturous aſſurance, that the goſpel ſhall hereafter illumine 
and adorn the moral world, with the ſame univerſality that the waters 
cover the channels of the ocean, we may confidently look forward to 


that happier age, in which men ſhall beat their ſwords into plough- 


ſhares ; and when the toil and ſufferings of millions ſhall no longer be 


deemed neceflary to the eaſe and happineſs of a few. Meanwhile, 


reſiſting viſionary calculations, we may indulge emotions of grati- 
tude, that our lot hath fallen in a country, and at a period, when this 


KNOWLEDGE hath both improved and embelliſhed life; that, by 


inſtructing us in the equality of our nature, it hath tended to 
aſcertain the rights of men; and, by its conſolatory doctrines, that 


it hath leſſened the aggregate of human miſery. Whatever be the 


faults of the community to which we belong, it may ſafely be 
affirmed, that neither ſuperſtition nor cruelty is its characteriſtic 


feature. If our temples are not thronged with worſhippers, they 


are at leaſt inſcribed to THR KNOwN Gop, and are not the 
ſanctuaries either of ignorance, or of bigotry. If a faſhionable 
ſcepticiſm hath obtained for a ſeaſon, it hath afforded an opportunity 


of reviewing the evidences of our religion, and of bringing them. 


forward with additional conviction; whilſt the aſſaults of its 
adverſaries have ſerved only to evince its reſemblance to the 
mountain-pine, which ſtrikes its roots the deeper for the agitation 
of its branches. | | 


Among the enlightened part of mankind, who, ſince the art and 
freedom of printing have facilitated the means of improvement, are be- 
come a more numerous body than the vanity of profeſſed philoſophers 


. 


Oe EI INI TEIN — 2 — 


N — — — 
— . —— —- — 2 — 
— — + _ — <= — — — — 
— 9 — - > mw" P - 
— ad 7 


l 14 J 


is willing to allow, God is no longer conſidered as more acceptably 
ſerved by men's opinions than their morals. The prevalence of this 
ſentiment hath led to the humane and juſt concluſion, that force is 
an illegitimate weapon, when applied to the underſtanding. Hence 
it hath come to paſs, through the medium of national intercourſe, 
that religious perſecution, which, in this kingdom hath long ſince 
quenched its torch, has begun to excite diſguſt in thoſe parts of the 
world, which were formerly the ſcenes of its moſt ſanguinary 
exhibitions. The empire of toleration and of equal laws is 
evidently enlarging. A gleam of comfort hath been ſhed even on 
the dungeons of the inquiſition; and the criminal codes of various 
countries are, at this day, receiving a complexion of mercy, hitherto 
unknown to the people, but more honourable to Chriſtian legiſlators 
than ſtatues of gold.* | e 


| rue £4 | 4 y | | 
In our own land, Charity appears to flouriſh, as in her favourite 
ſoil, and is ſtretching forth her boughs unto the ſea, and her 


branches to the remoteſt rivers. HERE, as the reſult of liberal 


inveſtigation, the rubbiſh of ſcholaſtic ſyſtem hath been removed 
from the goſpel, and our religion ſhewn to be a law of grace and 
benevolence : whilſt, in A GREAT NEIGHBOURING MoNARCHY, 


* See, in particular, the late Edict of the Grand Duke of Tuſcany, for the Reform 
of Criminal Law in his Dominions, tranſlated by Mr. Howarp; —the man who, in 
refuſing a ſtatue, ſhewed that he doubly deſerved one. He who can peruſe this edi, 
without venerating the character of LEOPOLD, DUKE or TUSCANY, will do himſelf _ 
no injuſtice in ſuſpecting that he wants the feelings of a man, | | 


a change 


CI 
a change hath taken place, that hath mocked all human conjecture 
on the theory of government, and rendered it probable that the 
minds of men, ſharpened by ſucceſsful inquiry, may proceed, from 
the examination of their civil rights, to their full claim of privileges 
as Chriſtians, and finally to the eſtabliſhment of a purer ſyſtem of 
religion. 


Let thoſe, who may be diſpoſed to treat this idea as viſionary, 
recolle& the mutual ſupport which tyranny and ſuperſtition afford 
each other. The diſſolution of that alliance hath ever been regarded 
as auſpicious to the cauſe of TRUE PHILOSOPHY ; and there is no 
extravagance in ſuppoſing, that the fall of ſuperſtition may even- 


tually ſucceed the overthrow of deſpotiſm. Neither is the appre- 


henſion grounded on any known principle of the human mind, 
| that the ſpeculative Atheiſm, which hath long infected the philoſo- 
phy of France, will gain ſtrength, by an open removal of the 
reſtraints of bigotry. Atheiſm is the ſullen offspring of ſuperſtition ; 
and free inquiry is inevitable deſtruction to every ſpecies and degree 
of it. 


Wiſe men obſerve that there is, at preſent, a tendency to ſomething 


very important in the courſe of human affairs. They have ſeen a 


continent, indefinite in extent, diſmembered, at a ſtroke, from our 
own empire; and, before they have had time to aſcertain the effects 
of that ſeparation upon. the. countries immediately concerned, they 
are ſummoned to behold its firſt-fruits on the continent of 


# 


Europe. 
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Europe.“ The ſpirit of reformation hath there gone forth with 
renovated vigour, and is not likely to be bounded by the kingdom 
which is the ſcene of its immediate operation. In ſeveral Roman 
Catholic territories, the ſame ſpirit is ſilently at work; and, for 
any thing the moſt ſagacious can diſcern to the contrary, may pro- 
duce conſequences, that, under the controul of Providence, ſhall 
| hereafter diffuſe bleſſings to the extreme boundaries of the earth. 


Hiſtorians and philoſophers, who have diſcovered that, the rapid 
and extenſive progreſs of the goſpel was not facilitated by miraculous 
| cauſes, may perhaps be able to compute its probable ſucceſs, when 
the combined efforts of nations ſhall be exerted in its propagation. 


In the mean time, we will hope that, a juſt ſenſe of their own 
recovered rights may lead our neighbours to join their endeavours 
with ours, for extending ſome portion of the comforts of exiſtence 
to the oppreſſed and benighted race of Africans. As their approxi- 
mation to us in evangelical light and liberty ſhall be confirmed, we 


* A temporary benefit, which attended the progreſs of the ſeparation alluded to, 
hath been thus noticed by the Biſhop of London :—< The laft war, amidft a multitude 
de of evils, ſuch as war neceflarily produces, has been attended with one accidental 
wo effect, which, whatever may be thought of it in a commercial view, I do not ſcruple, 
« in a religious one, to call a bleſſing. It has very greatly impeded and diminiſhed 
cc that opprobrious traffick, in which this country has for a long time taken the lead, 
che Slave- trade on the Coaſt of Africa. Sermon before the EY for the 
* the Golpel, &c. 1783. 
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truſt there will be no diminution of the zeal, which heretofore. 


carried their miſſionaries through Pagan and Mahometan regions; 
and that, far from debaſing the goſpel with the mythology of bar- 


barous nations, they will come in time to teach it, in purity, to 


their dependencies in either hemiſphere. ' The cruelties, indeed, 
that have attended the progreſs of their revolution, and which muſt 
be deplored by every friend of man, afford a melancholy but 
ſtriking confirmation, that, though a government of mere power 
may be favourable to the decencies of urbanity, a degree of freedom 
muſt fofter the virtues of the heart, and ſhed a — influetce 
on * ee of our —— 


But whilt, as Chriſtians, we <_ with the ſufferings of 
antient foes, in their paſſage from deſpotiſm to liberty, it is impoſ- 
ſible to contemplate this aſtoniſhing change in the ſentiments. and 
habits of millions, without an eye to the Supreme Ruler of the 
earth. He hath condefcended to inſtruct us, that a more endearing 
union ſhall take place hereafter among all the members of the family 
of mankind. The time and manner in which this union fhalt be 
effected, he hath concealed with a veil impenetrable by mortals, and 
which the hand of fanaticiſm only will attempt to draw alide. 
Accuſtomed, on the contrary, to refer the iſſue of events to their 
own fagacity, and ſeldom partial to any predictions but their own, 


politicians will have their anxieties about the balance of power in 
centuries to come. On the nice adjuſtment of this balance, the 


harmony of contiguous kingdoms, according to their theories, muſt 
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ultimately depend. And yet, one ſhould think that, only a mode- 
rate ſhare of humility might diſpoſe men- to truſt their Creator 
with the government of his own world. Hiſtory and obſervation 
abundantly teſtify, that the beſt concerted ſchemes of policy, when 
directed to remote futurity, are little better than the waking dreams 
of the ſpeculative and ingenious ; and their : continual failure is a 
proof that, however wiſe the children of this world may be in their 
> OP ___ are ſeldom wiſe beyond i it. 
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Equally. difregarding/ v the reveries of religious and of 
political projectors, of men who, on this ſubje&, believe too 
much, and of men who diſbelieve every thing, let 4 fearleſsly 
_ repoſe on the ſure word of prophecy. It has ever been the pride of 
infidelity, to aggravate the difficulties confeſſedly connected with 
the univerſal prevalence of Chriſtianity ; but, let it be a ſufficient 
anſwer to all objections, that THE LORD GOD OMNIPOTEN'T 
REIGNETH. His word produced light out of chaos; and he can 
* diſpel, by methods to which our comprehenſion. is unequal, the 
| darkneſs and confuſion that oppreſs his moral creation. Let then 
the ſcorner delight in his ſcorning. It is a weapon diſgraceful to 
thoſe only who employ it. Religion hath nothing to fear, either 
from ' ſarcaſtic inſalt, or ſyſtematic oppoſition. - It looks down 
with pity on the impotent rage of its aſſailants, and would even 
heal thaſe wounds which its forward friends have ſometimes 
inflicted in its defence. Vain men may diſpute. its exiſtence, and 
enthuſiaſts may diſgrace its. doQines ; but Chriſtianity, ſuperior to 


* * 

1 1 
all obſtacles, ſtill continues to advance the condition both of nations 
and individuals, and will finally, if there be truth in ſcripture, 
aſſimilate all things to itſelf ; ſubduing whatever may Hurt or deſtroy 


in all God's holy mountain, and accompliſhing the perfection and 


happineſs of the whole human race. 


Amidſt the revolutions of empire, and the viciſſitudes of private 
life, the plain duty before us is, to pray that Chriſt's kingdom may 
come, and that the will of our Univerſal Father may be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven. 5 
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